ﬂx Community Land

Adwvisory Service Cymru

Local authority briefing sheet
What is CLAS Cymru?

e A new service for Wales that supports and encourages
landowners and community groups to increase the
amount of land available in Wales for community food
growing, funded by the Big Lottery and supported by the
Welsh Government.

e An impartial intermediary that will work with, and bring
together, all types of landowners and community groups

e A training and advisory service on land acquisition and
town and country planning issues, using a team of three
dedicated and experienced advisors.

What does CLAS Cymru aim to achieve?

1. Successful pilot schemes with three local authorities
which demonstrate increased access to land for
community growing projects. Timescale — end of year
two.

2. Engagement with all 22 local authorities and 3 National
Park authorities, providing support and advice on key
areas such as policy and land holdings.

3. The creation of 40 new community growing schemes
as a direct result of CLAS Cymru working together with
landowners.

4. At least 250 community groups gaining direct benefit
from the service.

5. Policy-level change, with up to 10 supportive policies in
place relating to ease of access to land for community
food growing.



How can CLAS Cymru help local
authorities?

1. Help achieve Corporate Improvement Plan Objectives
Example: Swansea Corporate Improvement Plan, 2013
-2017
Improvement Objective C: People are safe, well and
supported to live independently;

Improvement Objective G: Help people adopt and
develop healthy and sustainable lifestyles in order to
improve health.

2. Help achieve Local Development Plan Policies
Example: Newport Local Development Plan 2011 -2026
SP12 community facilities- The development of new
community facilities in sustainable locations will be
encouraged including:

i) places of worship and church halls, cemeteries,
Community centres, health centres, day nurseries,
clinics and consulting rooms;

ii) museums, public halls, libraries, art galleries,
Exhibition halls, education and training centres;

iii) cinemas, music/concert halls, theatres, dance/sport
halls, swimming baths, skating rinks, gymnasiums;

iv) outdoor and indoor sport and leisure uses including
allotments and community/city gardens.

Development that affects existing community facilities
should be designed to retain or enhance essential
facilities.

3. Help achieve the visions and goals set out in Single
integrated Plans
Example: Wrexham Council, Single Integrated plan -

3 priorities to achieve by 2024

i) A place where people can live independently and are
healthy and active;

ii) A place that’s safe and whre everyone feels included;
iii) A place with a strong, resilient and responsible
economy.



A place where
people can live
independently
and are healthy
and active

A place that's A place Wit.h
safe and where a strong, resilient
everyone feels and responsible

included economy

Some additional benefits of communities
growing local food:

High quality open spaces

Increases access to the countryside, wildlife and green
spaces

Offer opportunities for people to learn new skills and
abilities

Provides education opportunities for children

Improved economic health

Excellent employment and voluntary work opportunities
Proven improvements to physical and mental health

Brings people together - different abilities, ages and
cultures

Aid in community cohesion and community
development

Produces fresh local food

Increased community resilience in the face of changing
times

Communities interact with real live food and understand
it far better.

Provides tourism and attracts visitors

Provides for healthy workplaces
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What can CLAS Cymru and linked
development workers provide?

Advice and share experience on community growing
projects — with examples from both local authorities and
private landowners

Linking local authorities with other major landowners on
provision of community growing space

Advice on site suitability

Training on options for leases, licences, buying land
tailored to different audiences such as community
development officers or premises managers

Ideas for work place allotments, school growing
projects, etc.

For further information contact:

Lucie Taylor (CLAS Cymru Co-ordinator)
lucie@communitylandadvice.org.uk
Tel: 029 2196 0966
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